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of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
and  of  the 

CHIEF  sanitary  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year 


Public  Health  Department^ 
West  Hill  House ^ 

West  Hill, 

EPSOM, 

Surrey* 

June,  1957* 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Epsom  and  E^rell 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  an  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1956,  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  ■ " 
outlined  in  Circular  19/56  of  the  Ministry  of  Health* 

Health  conditions  in  the  Borough  continue  to  be  satisfactory, 
as  measured  by  such  indicators  as  vital  statistics,  health  of  children 
and  absence  of  cutbreab3  of  serious  illness* 

With  regard  to  environmental  conditions,  the  most  noteworthy 
fact  is  the  progress  of  the  Hogsmiil  Valley  Joint  Drainage  Scheme, 
the  completion  of  which  will  remove  the  causes  of  many  complaints  on 
the  part  of  the  residents* 

References  are  made  in  the  report  of  the  effect  on  local 
vital  statistics  of  the  population  in  the  several  hospitals  for  mental 
disorders  which  are  situated  in  the  districts.  Figures  particularly 
influenced  are  birth  and  death  rates  and  the  incidence  of  some 
infectious  diseases*  The  position  is  fully  recognised  that  these 
hospitals  have  special  problems  created  by  the  age  and  state  of  health 
of  their  patients,  often  dating  from  the  time  of  their  admission. 

Nothing  written  is  intended  to  be  derogatory  to  the  administration  of 
these  institutions,  or  to  the  fine  work  performed  in  them. 

One  imtter  relating  to  infectious  diseases  is  of  particular 
interest,  and  that  is  the  start  of  the  campaign  to  immunise  the  child 
population  against  poliomj^litis  by  vaccination.  So  far  progress  has 
been  slow  because  of  the  shortage  of  matoriala  As  soon  as  the  vaccine 
is  supplied  in  sufficient  quantity  by  the  manufacturers , arrangements 
can  be  made  to  treat  very  large  numbers  in  a comparatively  short  time* 
Before  treatment  can  be  given,  whether  by  the  faniily  doctor  or  at  the 
clinic,  it  is  necessary  for  the  clriJ,d*s  name  to  be  registered  at  the 
office  of  the  Divisional  lyfedical  Officer*  The  treatment  is  at  present 
reserved  for  children  born  in  the  years  1947  - 56, 

I take  the  opportunity  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  conscientious 
work  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  whether  engaged  on 
inspectorial  or  office  duties. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  record  once  more  my  appreciation  of  tho 
support  which  has  been  given  by  tho  Council,  and  particularly  by  the 
Chairman  and  Pbmbors  of  tho  Public  Health  Committee,  in  cur  efforts  to 
promote  the  right  conditions  for  good  health  in  the  Borough, 

I am.  Me,  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
lour  obedient  Servant, 

CYRUS  IVE* 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

(1) 


BOROUGH  OF  EPSOM  AMD  EWELL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman  Alderman  J.  A.  Larby,  J.P* 

Vice-Chairman  ” Mrs,  A,  Winter 
Ccfuncillor  A,  Bain^  J.P. 

” H.  A,  V.  Edwards 

” W.  J,  D,  Gcdsell 

" P.  A,  L.  Hodges,  A.M.I.I.A, 

” Mrs,  M,  M.  King 

G.  W , Nunn 
" S.  L,  Skiltcn 

J,  Waller,  A,S,A,A, 

” Mrs,  L,  M.  Woodcock 


The  Mayor  Councillor  W,  J.  Clark,  F.I.A.S,,  F,R,S,A,,  M.R.S.H, 

Deputy  Mayor  “ R.  L.  Mitchell,  M,A,^  LL,B,,  J.P, 

HOUSING  (SELECTION  OF  TENANTS)  SUB-COMgTTEE 


Representatives  rjn  the  Sub-Committee  set  up  by  the 
Housing  Committee:-  The  Chairman  (or  in  his  absence 
Councillor  Nuruk)  and  Councillor  Mrs,  M.  M.  King, 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  SUB-COMMITTEE 

Councillors  H.  A.  V.  Edwards,  Mrs,  M,  M.  King  and 
J.  Waller,  A.SJIJI, 

ABOLITION  OF  CESSPOOLS  SUB-COMMITTEE 


The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  and  Councillor 
P.  A,  L.  Hodges,  A.M.I.IJl,^  and  three  representatives 
each  of  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal,  Water  and 
Finance  Cemmittees, 

Raffresentatives  of  the  Council  ar^ 

(1)  CENTRAL  DIVISIONAL  (HEALTH)  SUB-COMMETTEE 

Aldermen  Mrs,  A,  Winter,  0.  H.  N.  Langston, 

J,  A,  Larby  and  F.  Tomlin, 

(2)  EPSOM  AND  LEATHSRHEAD  TUBERCULOSIS  CARE  COMMITTEE 

The  Chairmand  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee, 


(2) 


BOROUGH  OF  EPSOM  AND  E?iffiLL 

ur  ■srs.rrs  'riir-xm 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
Medical  Officer  of  Health; 

0 Cyrua  Ive,  M,B, ^(Lond,)^M6R*C,S,^(Eng,),L,R,C,P,  (Lond*);D,P*H, 
Ohief  Ptiblic  Health  Inapector • 

/ Wnia  H,  G»  Hagger  M.R.S.H,^  F,A,P,H.I, 

D^mife  Qhi?f..Pu'bllc  _HeAlth_,In3pe,c_tpr : 
x/  L.  H,  Grace  A.R,SeHo^  MbAoP.H.I, 

Additional  Public  Health  Inapectora : 


/ VI.  C»  Alder 

/ K*  H,  Halstead 


MbRbS.Hb,  M,A.P,H,I* 
AbRbS.H,,  M.A,PbH,I, 

iimej  on  Ptiblic  Health  Duties 


gained,. NiirG9__engaj?ea  par 
Mrs*  Olive  Roberts^  S,R,N, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health^s  Clerical  Staff ’• 


Senior  Clerks 
Clork/S  e ere  tar  ys 
Clerk/Telephonis  t ; 
Junior  Clerk; 


Position  vacant 
Miss  E,  E,  Nolan. 

Mrs®  M,  E,  Joseph 
Miss  M*  Chalker  (resigned 
31.S*56) 

Miss  M,  Richardson  (appointed 

17.9.56) 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  Clerical  Staff  and 
Outdoor  Staff 


Chief  Clerks 

Senior  Shorthand-typist  & Clerk: 
Shorthand-typist  and  Clerks 


H.J.T.  Woolford,  A.R.S.H, 
Miss  D,  D,  Wood 
Mrs.  J.  Bulezuik 


General  Assistants  and  W,  Goodenough 

Mortuary  Attendants s J.  I.  Stephens 


Rodent  Operatives; 


A,  Bawden 
E,  Mbrrett 


o The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  clerical  staff  act  in 

a similar  capacity  for  the  Dorking  and  Leatherhead  Urban  Districts 
and  for  the  Dorking  and  Horley  Rural  District 


/'  Holds  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  as  Inspector 

of  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 


X Holds  Sanitary  Science  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of 

Health, 
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ANMAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR 

THE  YEAR  1956 


I. 


STATISTICS  AHD  SOCIAL  CONDITipj^ 
Aroa  (Acres) 


• • • 


Foptilation  (Census  1951)  ••• 

Population  (Estimated  mid-year  1956)  ••• 

Density  (persons  per  acre)  «#» 

Number  of  inlmb5.ted  houses  at  51st  December^  1956 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1956  ••• 

Product  of  penny  rate  *•*  «•« 

EXTRACT  FRQMVITAI.  S TATIS  TICS. _TM  IE4R 


8,427 
6S,055 
...  67,580 

...  8.0 

...  18,727 

...  £1,318,079 
...  £5,112 


Total 

6a3 

369 

314 

Birth  rate  per 

Legitimate 

65s 

357 

301 

1,000  population  10,1 

Illegitimate 

25 

12 

13 

Standardised 

Still  Births 

Birth  Rate 

11,2 

Total 

14 

8 

6 

Rate  per  1,000 

Legitimate 

13 

8 

5 

total  live  and 

Illegitimate 

1 

tm 

1 

still  births 

20,1 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths 

population 

0,2] 

Total 

1,226 

550 

676 

Crude  Death 

Private  residents 

663 

Rate 

18.1 

Patients  in  MDntal  Hospitals 

563 

Standardised 
Death  Rate 

9.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  a 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


14  7 7 Infant  I4ortality 

14  7 7 Rate  per  1,000 

« - - live  births  20.5 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Mortality 


11 

11 


Maternal  causes  (excluding  abortion) 
Due  to  abortion 


6 

6 


Neonatal  mortality 
rate  per  1,000 
live  births 


Maternal 
mortality  rate 


16.1 


Table  I shows  birth  and  death  rates,  and  case  rates  for  infectious 
diseases  with  a comparisen  with  the  figures  for  1955. 

Table  II  gives  a comparison  of  birth,  death  and  infant  mortality  rates 
for  the  district  since  1931,  with  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
same  period, 
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BIRTHjS 

Live  births  munberGd  683^  representing  a birth-rate  of  10,1  per 

I, 000  of  the  populatidi,  compared  with  15»7  for  England  and  Wales*  A 
comparability  factor  (l«ll)  has  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General, 
the  use  of  which  allows  the  -variation  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  in  different  areas,  thus  permitting  coii5)arison  of  the  local 
rate  with  those  of  other  districts.  After  application  of  the  factor 

a standardised  birth-rate  of  11,2  is  ob-tained. 

One  reason  for  the  low  birth-rate  is  the  fact  that  nearly  one- 
eighth  of  the  Borough* s popifLation  consists  of  patients  in  hospi-fcals' who 
take  no  part  in  the  reproducti-ve  life  of  the  community.  This  point  is 
not  taken  account  of  in  the  calculation  of  -the  comparability  factor.  If 
this  hospital  populaticn  is  excluded,  a crude  birth-rate  of  approximately 

II, 4  is  ob-bained. 

Of  the  683  births  25,  or  3.7^,  were  illegitima-be.  The 
corresponding  ra-te  for  England  and  Wales  is  over  4%» 


Deaths  assigned  to  the  area  numbered  1,226,  representing  a crud©'- 
death-rate  of  18,1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population, 
compared  with  the  rate  of  11,7  for  England  and  Wales,  The  deaths  of 
ma^s  numbered  550  and  of  females  676,  Of  the  total  deaths  563  occurred 
ii  the  group  of  mental  hospitals,  in  which  there  was  a total  patient 
population  of  7,765  in  J-une,  1956i  there  were  633  deaths  in  the 
remaining  population  of  59,815  persons, 

A comparability  factor  (0,5l)  has  been  provided  by  the  Registrar 
General  which  may  be  applied  to  the  crude  death-rate  for  use  in  comparing 
the  local  death-rate  with  the  s-fcandardised  rates  of  other  areas  or  with 
the  crude  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales, 

Comparability  factors  are  designed  to  allow  for  any  local 
differences  in  the  population  structure  in  relation  to  age  and  sex  from 
that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  In  pre-vlous  years  the  factor 
considered  appropria-fce  for  this  dis-fcrict’has  been  slightly  under  unity, 
consis-bent  with  a population  which  is  known  to  exceed  the  a-verage  in  i-bs 
higher  age  groups.  Since  1953  the  deaths  occurring  among  patients  in 
the  group  of  men-bal  hospi-bals  ha-ve  been  added  to  the  deaths  of  pri-vate 
residents,  ha-ving  pre-vlously  been  transferred  to  the  metropolitan  boroughs 
in  which  their  former  homes  wore  situated.  The  application  Of  the  ' 
comparability  factor  to  these  swollen  totals  in  the  period  1953  - 1955 
reduced  the  death-rate  slightly,  but  still  left  it  considerably  higher 
than  the  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  also  of  the  great  laajority 
of  local  authority  areas  in  the  country.  The  falsity  of  the  picture 
crea-bed  has  now  been  recognised,  and  a factor  has  been  produced  which 
makes  allowance  not  only  for  the  age  and  sex  structure,  but  also  for  the 
ine-vl table  high  mortality  which  occurs  araring  the  nEntal  hospital  patients. 
The  factor  gi-ven  for  1956  is  0,51  and  when  this  has  been  applied  to  the 
crude  death-rate  of  18,1  a standardised  death-rate  of  9,3  results,  which 
is  within  the  range  of  the  figures  recorded  prior  to  1953, 

■ The  average  age  at  death  of  the  private  residential  population 
was  68,9  years  for  males  and  73,1  years  for  females,  and  of  the  mental 
hospital  population  67,6  years  and  72,4  years  for  males  and  females 
respecti-vely. 


All  deaths  assigned  to  tlie  Borough  are  classified  in  Table  III, 
which  is  subdivided  to  shot:  whether  the  residence  was  pri-va-be  or  hospital, 
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Accidontal  Deaths 

(1)  Road  Accidents  Six  deaths  wore  registered  as  being  caused 
by  road  accidents,  conpared  with  5 in.  1955. 

(2)  Other  Accidents  The  number  of  accidental  deaths,  other  than 
road  accidents,  fell  fr.on  23  in  1955  to  20, 


Deaths  of  children  under  1 year'  of  age  numbered  14,  giving  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  20,5  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  23. S 
for  England  and  Wales,  Eleven  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  28  days  of 
birth,  giving  a neonatal  death-rate  of  16,1  per  1,000  live  births, 
(Engird  and  WalLes  16,9). 

Two  of  the  3 deaths  in  children  over  1 month  were  the  result 
of  congenital  abnormalities  inconsistent  with  prolonged  life.  The  third 
death  was  caused  by  acute  meningococcal  meningitis.  Of  the  11  deaths  in 
children  under  1 month,  4 resulted  from  congenital  abnormalities,  6 from 
prematurity  and  1 from  respiratory  infection. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  children. 


There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  maternal  causes.  The 
maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1956  was  0,56, 
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POPULATICN 


Among  the  total  population  the  numbers  of  deaths  (1^226) 
exceeded  the  births  (683)  by  543#  Among  the  priTOte  population  the 
number  of  births  (6S3)  exceeded  deaths  (663)  by  20, 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  total  population  to  be 
67j5G0  an  increase  of  370  on  the  previous  year.  The  mental  hospital 
population,  estimated  from  local  information,  was  7,765  and  was  76 
lower  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  is  475  below  the  1951 
Census  figure  of  68,055# 
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2,,  GENEm  P^H)VISION  OF  ^ffilALTH  SERVICES^  m AREyi 

LABORATORY  FACILIT]^^ 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  service  is  maintained  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  A local 
laboratory  of  the  service  is  situated  at  West  Hill  House,  West  Hill,  Epson. 

The  staff  of  the  laboratory  examine  and  report  on  material 
subiaitted  by  medical  practitioners  and  on  bacteriological  conditions  of 
samples  of  milk,  food  and  water  taken  by  local  authorities*  Public  Health 
Departments*  The  results  of  the  examination  of  water  and  milk  supplies 
are  summarised  in  later  sections  of  this  report,  and  those  relating  to 
ice-cream  are  dealt  with  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's  report. 


AMBULANCE.  FACILITIES 


The  public  ambulance  ser'^rice  is  under  the  contrcl  of  the  Surrey 
Couity  Council,  who  have  given  the  following  information  regarding  the 
use  of  the  service  in  this  area:- 

The  Borough  is  in  ICingston  ai’ea  of  control,  the  main  umbtilance 
s cation  being  situated  in  Milden  (Telephone  No,  Malden  1173 )•  There  is 
a sub-station  in  Langton  Avenue,  Ewell. 

In  accidents  in  the  home  or  elsewhere  or  in  sudden  illness  in 
streets  and  public  places,  any  responsible  person  may  call  the  ambulance 
to  remove  the  patient  (if  by  telephone  dial  999)*  Normal  maternity 
cases  will  be  removed  if  the  applicant  can  give  evidence  that  a mtbmity 
bed  has  been  boioked.  Maternity  cases  with  serious  complications,  or 
where  birth  is  imminent,  will  not  normally  be  moved  without  the  authority 
of  a doctor  or  certified  midwife  who  should  travel  with  the  patient  in  the 
ambulance.  The  removal  of  other  cases  of  illness  or  accident  will  be 
arranged  by  the  hospital  concerned,  or  by  the  medical  practitioner  in 
charge  of  the  patient.  For  private  removals  a written  request,  accompanied 
by  a Doctor's  certificate,  should  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  i* 
for  his  consideration.  Providing  that  these  requirements  are  fulfilled 
no  charge  will  be  made  to  users. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  jQAB.mAd  1Q51 

In  these  Acts  powers  are  given  to  Icoari  authorities  to  seek  court 
orders  for  the  compulsory  temporary  removal  to  hospital  or  institution  of 
persons  in  ill  health  or  in  a senile  state  who  are  in  a state  of  neglect. 

No  action  was  required  during  the  year. 

Since  the  Acts  came  into  operaticm,  three  Orders  for  a compulsory 
remoTOl  have  been  asked  for,  the  application  having  been  successful  in 
each  case. 


NURSING-  IN  THE  HO^. 

Domiciliary  Nursing 

Domiciliary  nursing  is  carxiod  out  by  the  district  nui’Sing  staff 
of  the  County  Council  v^hcse  address  is  the  Nurses  Home,  19  Alexandra  Road, 
Epsom,  (Telephone  No,  Epsom  1153,) 


) 

PROVISION  Qg  NUESING_E?jUI?iMD:.NT  AITO.  _APPARA.TlB 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society  (Epsom^  Eve  11  and  Stoneleigh 
Division)  naintain  a Ifedicol  Loan  Depot  at  Red  Cross  House,  117  East 
Street,  Epson,  (Telephone  No*  Epson  3250),  The  hours  of  opening  ares- 

Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  10  a,n,  - 12  noon. 

The  depot  has  a vide  range  of  equipnent  necessary  for  nursing 
in  the  hone* 


hcm,hslp.  service 

Thi.s  seirvlce  is  adrdnistered  locally  ty  the  DivLsional  Nbdlcal 
Officer  of  the  Surrey  County  Council,  Details  of  the  service  can  be 
obtained  fron  the  superv5,sor  at  Ashley  House,  Ashley  Roa*^,  Epson, 
(Telophi;ne  No*  Epson  9512), 


CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 

Institutional  acconncidation  for  old  people  not  requiring  hospl'i&l 
treatnent  is  provided  by  the  County  Council*  Hospital  accomodation  is 
provided  by  the  Epson  Group  Hospital  Managenent  Comitteo, 

Doniciliary  help  in  several  forms  is  available  to  old  persons* 

The  activities  of  the  Epson  and  Ewell  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Connittee 
include  the  provi.sion  of  chiropody  services,  the  organisation  of  social 
clubs,  visits  of  a '’cDals-on-^dieels'*  ser-'/ico,  ”night/day  attendance” 
service,  a personal  laundry  service  and  help  with  holidays. 

The  Women's  Voluntary  Services  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
are  able  to  help  with  clothing,  social  v5.3its  and  the  provision  of  escorts. 
The  British  Red  Cross  Society  can  supply  xiorsing  equipment  and  invalid 
foods. 


Home  nursing  and  supervision  of  old  peoples  welfare  is  the 
res  pens  ibility  of  the  County  Council  acting  through  its  Divisional  Pbdlcal 
and  Welfare  Officers, 


CARE  OF  MDTHSI^.  YOUNG  CHn^DRENj  ETC . 

The  provision  of  services  relating  to  the  care  of  mothers  and 
young  children,  midwifery,  health  visiting,  home  nursing,  Imnunisaticn  ard 
vaccinaticn,  and  domestic  help  are  the  respmslbility  of  the  Surrey  County 
Council  as  local  health  authority.  Day-to-day  administration  is  carried 
on  by  the  Central  Divisional  Health  Sub-Committee  w5,th  offices  at 
Ashley  House,  Ashley  Road,  Epsom,  The  Health  Centres  are  situated  at 
44  Waterloo  Road,  Epson  and  at  Eve 11  Court  House, 

Some  of  the  outlying  parts  of  this  Borough  are  served  by  centres 
situated  in  ad;iacent  districts,  and  for  the  isolated  areas  of  Langley  Vale 
and  the  Wells  Estate  clinics  are  held  twice  a month  at  conveniently 
situated  premises. 
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VAOCPIATJCN  Mm  I1^WTSA.TI0N 


Innunisaticn  against  diphtheria^  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  and 
vaccination  against  smallpox  can  be  obtained  from  general  practitioners 
under  the  terns  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  or  from  County  Council 
Clinics*  Vaccinati'jn  against  poliomyelitis  is  now  proceeding  but, 
because  of  the  shortage  of  material,  is  restricted  to  children  born  in  the 
period  1947  - 56  whoso  names  v;ere  registered  earlier  in  the  year. 


FAHELY  PLANNBTG  ASSOCIATION  >3  CLINIC 

A branch  of  the  Fo.mily  Planning  Association  functions  in  the 
Borough,  It  provides  a weekly  clinic  at  the  Epsom  District  Hospital 
with  the  consent  of  the  Hospital  ^fo,nagement  Committee  and  the  Medical 
Superintendent,  The  medical  staff  is  appointed  by  the  Association  and 
is  assisted  by  voluntary  wcrioers*  The  work  of  the  Association  is 
concerned  with  the  teaching  of  contraception  to  married  persons,  and  also 
with  the  investigation  of  sub-fertility  and  other  sox  problems. 

Information  has  been  received  from  the  Hon,  Secretary  (Mrs* 

E,  M,  Hawley,  44  Copse  Edge  Avenue,  Epsom,  Telephone  No.  Epsom  2769)  of 
the  local  branch  of  the  Association  that  1,661  visits  were  made  to  the 
clinic  in  the  past  year,  including  4S5  first  visits,  and  that  postal 
enquiries  totalled  1,5S6, 


TBEATMENT  OF  SCABIES  . DELOUSING 

The  clinic  for  the  treatment  of  people  suffering  from  scabies 
has  continued  its  work  in  the  premises  at  the  rear  of  ”The  Cedars”, 
Church  Street,  Epsom,  The  work  is  carried  out  by  a general  trained 
State  Registered  Nurse,  ecqployed  part-time,  and  has  undoubtedly  been 
effective  in  its  results.  The  function  of  the  clinic  is  essentially 
treatment,  and  patients  are  not  accepted  unless  referred  by  a medical 
practiticner*  Enphasis  is  laid  on  the  importance  of  prophylactic 
treatment  for  close  contacts. 

Facilities  of  the  clinic  are  available  to  the  residents  of 
Leatherhead  Urban  District,  whose  Council  undertakes  a proportionate 
share  in  the  cost  of  the  establishi^nt.  During  the  year  15  persons 
attended  for  treatment. 

The  clinic  is  also  used  in  assisting  persons  to  rid  themselves 
of  Infestation  by  head  and  body  lice.  There  were  no  cases  reported 
during  the  year. 


The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  the  authority  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  matters  dealing  with  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  Venereal  Diseases,  Details  of  local  clinics  are  set  out  on  page 


On  the  following  page  the  location  and  time-table-  of  clinics 
is  set  cAit  in  convenient  form  for  reference. 
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LOCATION . AND  TIME>-TABLE  OF  CLINICS 


Ante-natal  Clinics. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


General  School  l^dical 
Minor  Ailnents  Clinic. 


Family  Planning 
Association  Clinic. 

Scabies  Treatment 
Clinic, 


Chest  Clinic, 


Venereal  Diseases 


Epson  District  Hospital. 

Ewell  Court  Hcfuse, 

Priory  Crescent, 

North  Che  an, 

44  Waterloo  Road,  Epson, 
Ewell  Court  House. 

Jubilee  Inst,  Malden  Rd, 
Worcester  Park, 

Priory  Crescent, 

North  Chean, 

Parochial  Roods, 

Malden  Rd,,  Chean, 

St,  Stephens  Church  Hall, 
Rosebery  Rd,  Epson  Downs, 

Wells  Estate 

44  Waterloo  Road,  Epson* 

Ewell  Court  House, 

E;^on  District  Hospital, 

"The  Cedars”, Church  St, 
Eps  on, 

Epson  District  Hospital, 


St,  Helior  Hospital, 
Wrythe  Lane, 
Carshalton, 

Kingston  Hospital, 
Wolverton  Avenue, 
Kings  tan--upon-Thane  s • 


Mons,  & Thurs,  2 p,n* 

Fris,  1,30  - 4 p*Ei* 

]yfons,  & Fris. 

9*30  a,n,  - 12  noon 

Mons,  & Weds,  2-4  p*n, 

Mons,  Weds,  & Thurs. 

1.30  — 4 p.ra, 

Mons,  & Thurs, 

1*30  — 4 p,m, 

Mons,  & Thurs, 

1.30  - 4 p.n. 

Weds,  2 - 4 p.n, 

1st,  3rd  & 5th  Weds, 
in  nonth  at  2 p,n, 

Tues,  2 p,n. 

Weds,  9.3Q  a.n,  - 12  noon 
Mons,  9 30  a.n, 

Fris,  7 p.n. 

By  Appointment 


Tues,  & Thurs,  2 p,n. 

Every  3rd  Thurs  in 
month  at  5.30  p,n. 

Males Mens,  5-7  p.n* 
Females  sWeds,  5-7  p,m, 

Fris,  1,30-3*30  p.n. 

Females s Thurs.  p,n, 

(By  appointment) 


Imnunisation  and 
Vaccination, 


(And  at  the  Out-patient  DeiDt, 
of  many  London  Hospitals) 

4A.  Waterloo  Road,  Epson,  Every  Fri,  10  a,n, 

Ewell  Court  House,  Every  Tues,  2 p.n. 
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WATER 

Epson  is  supplied  by  water  fron  the  Council’s  undertaking. 
The  water  is  obtained  from  deep  wells , boring  and  adits  in  the  chalk 
situated  in  East  Street,  and  yields  a quantity  sufficient  for  all  the 
needs  of  the  conimnity.  It  is  chlorinated  before  distribution.  No 
softening  process  is  carried  out  though  it  is  the  Council’s  intention 
to  install  a softening  process  when  it  is  able  to  obtain  the  sanction 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  the  financial  expediture.  Frequent 
bacteriological  samples  and  chemical  samples  of  raw  and  treated  water 
are  taken  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough  Water  Engineer*  The 
results  show  that  the  water  pumped  to  supply  has  been  of  excellent 
quality* 


Ewell  and  the  greater  part  of  Cuddington  are  supplied  by  The 
Sutton  District  Water  Company  with  a softened  water  derived  from  wells 
in  the  chalk  situated  at  Gheam,  Sutton  and  Woodmans teme.  Frequent 
samples  have  been  taken  at  domestic  premises  in  this  area  and  results 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  Copies  of  analytical  results  have  also  been 
received  at  regular  intervals  of  samples  taken  by  the  Company’s  Officials, 

The  West  Park  and  Manor  Hospitals  maintain  deep  wells  from 
wliich  considerable  volumes  of  water  are  ]p^ped,  chlorinated  and 
distributed  within  the  Institutions,  The  bulk  of  the  water  used  in  both 
hospitals  is,  however,  taken  from  the  Corporation’s  mains.  The 
bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  taloen  fron  the  wells  is  under  the 
observatiran  of  the  Council’s  Public  Health  Department, 

A number  of  houses  in  the  northern  part  of  the  area  are  supplied 
by  the  M3tropolitan  Water  Board,  and  two  cottages  on  the  south*=>west 
outskirts  of  Epsom  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company, 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERACtE 
Sewage  Works 

There  are  two  Sewage  Works  in  the  Borough,  one  situated  at 
Hook  Road,  Epsom,  and  the  other  near  Ruxley  Lane,  West  Ewell, 

Sewage  from  the  Epson  area  is  delivered  to  the  Hook  Road  Works, 
where  a considerable  part  is  treated  by  the  Simplex  Aeration  Plant,  The 
remainder  gravitates  to  or  is  pumped  and  distributed  over  the  land, 
passing  finally  through  contact  beds,  storm  water  tanks  being  brought  into 
operation  during  the  periods  of  heavy  rainfall  and  consequent  increased 
flows.  The  whole  of  the  effluent  drains  to  a tributary  of  the  river 
Hogs  mill  and  amounts  to  about  1,600,000  gallons  per  day  dry  weather  flovr. 

Sewage  from  Ewell  and  Cuddington  (other  than  fron  a small  area 
which  discharges  to  the  Sutton  and  Cheam  Works)  gravitates  to  the  Ruxley 
Lqne  Works*  From  the  West  Ewell  district  sewage  is  pumped  to  a 
balancing  tank  where  it  combines  with  sewage  from  Ghessington  within  the 
Borough  of  Surbiton,  Treatment  is  by  settling  tanks  and  percolating 
filters,  and  finally  through  humus  tanks*  Sludge  is  dealt  with  on  sludge 
drying  beds  and  storm  water  passes  through  a storm  water  tank.  The  whole 
of  the  effluent  flrjws  to  the  river  Hogs  mill,  the  dry  weather  flow  being 
aiDproximately  1,300,000  gallons  per  day. 

Within  the  next  two  years  both  these  works  will  become  redundant 
with  the  completion  of  the  Hogsmill  Valley  Drainage  Scheme,  Until  that 
time  complaints  of  smell  from  the  Wi3rlcs  can  be  anticipated  from  residents 
living  near  then. 
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There  are  96  cesspools  in  the  Borough  and  at  14  premises  pail 
or  chemical  closets  are  iii  use,  ^ 

With  a view  to  encouraging  owners  of  premises  with  cesspool 
drainage  to  connect  to  the  public  sewer,  where  practicable,  the  Council 
has  agreed  to  a recommendation  of  the  Joint  Cesspool  Sub-Committee,  to 
undertake  the  work  of  re-drainage  and  connection  to  the  sewer,  the  cost 
to  be  met  by  the  owner  by  repayment  spread  over  an  agreed  period  of  yeai’S, 

In  cases  requiring  conversion  from  earth  or  pail  closets  and 
cannection  to  sewer,  the  Ci^uncil  has  agreed  to  the  cost  being  borne 
equally  by  the  owner  and  the  Corporation,  as  provided  in  Section  47  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

During  the  year  3 cesspools  were  abolished  and  1 additional 
cesspool  found. 


The  Cauncil*s  mobile  conveniences  .wore  used  at  race  meetings 
and  went  some  way  towards  solving  the  difficult  sanitary  problems 
created  by  the  crowds  attracted  to  the  Downs,  As  these  vehicles  are 
designed  to  discharge  into  the  sewer,  their  siting  is  dictated  by  its 
position,  and  their  usefulness  is  United  to  this  extent,  Newertheless, 
their  existence  has  set  a new  standard  for  what  is  considered  desirable 
in  the  way  of  temporary  sanitary  conveniences.  It  will  be  necessary 
for  several  extensions  of  the  sewer  to  be  made  before  it  is  possible  to 
dispense  with  the  use  of  buckets  for  solid  excreta  and  trenches  for  urine. 
The  disposal  of  untreated  excreta  into  the  ground  on  the  scale  which  now 
occurs  is  a matter  of  ccncem. 

Although  the  matter  continues  to  receive  the  attention  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  no  further  progress  was  made  by  the  end  of  the 
year  in  the  provision  of  a permanent  public  convenience.  With  the  number 
of  visitors  constantly  increasing  the  need  for  this  improvement  becomes 
;!iore  necessary,  together  with  washing  facilities  and  a drinking  water 


(a)  Collection  of  Refuse  « The  arrangements  for  public  cleansing 
are  carried  out  under  the  supeinrlsion  of  the  Borough  Engineer  and  SurveycTi 


Trade  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council  under  an  arrangeuBnt 
whereby  one  bin  of  trade  refuse  is  removed  for  every  £40,  of  the  rateable 
value  of  the  premises,  a standard  charge  being  made  for  any  additional 
quantily  removed. 


(b)  Disposal  of  Refuse  - Disposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse 
continues  to  be  partly  by  incineration  at  the  Epsom  Sewage  Works,  and 
partly  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  disused  brick  works  in  East  Street, 

An  important  advantage  of  the  latter  system  is  the  reclamation  of  useless 
land,  which  if  left  would  tend  to  become  a permanent  eyesore  and  nuisance, 
If  care  is  taken  in  the  choice  of  a site  for  tipping  no  nuisance  need 
be  caused  to  residen'te  in  the  neighbourhood. 


(13) 


";'r  \I>1 


• .J. 


••'  ; 'i/  vi'u 

;: ' ! ? "T.'^ 


, '».0 
•'rtT'c^  'tr>  r.,:J-""^  T ■ 


k-r'\:  .;  ^ • .;*?  •it.-}.'' 

j'j|S^'.  ' ' ' r:  •^■  ft 

''"'■ •-•  • *:■■  V-( 


i'.'a.''  r*'':-‘^.: 


-i'jt^''  ',.l'>  ;■  <*\M..*  TTV 


, 't’.ti  v”: 
■>  !'  ',  -«■' 


'I  O'  H; 


ij;  : , : ^.  j'rr  'lui  ■ \i  ' • 


'laPirRiy 


• ; ‘v  w: 

. ’ ’ • iiZ  V ' t 

.4  'i(  ;£f  , 

.K-.  ..u  V ••:•.- '.r'  t¥VS' ,' 


0-c|‘  I ■ — i—  i ..  . - i r j j r, 


'.;■'  : .C  '":;/}•  r til ro?  rif.. 


: :/i  .‘v  ni 


^r-  I'l-'i-ir:  lBo*';•i'^.^''t.v.r  0 'j,'*  bJ  \'  > 'r  ' 

'.ip'.:',  i::  ::- ' ? .O/o '•'tr  hca  'r-' 


. :.-u,  v:io  o,t  j-.'.i-torro'J’n  r' 


•'. L . ■«> Tjf^r>U  **  ' nrdx*^i^> 

'.X'-r  \r  /nsf  r v^n.  o ■;  . , 


'UGC--  •./,'  /XJtV?  ^ 

; ■•  . , ,r;.' t !■  b. 


.V.' 


, - . . . . ‘ ■.- 
'■  V'.'5j  e/1/'  ‘i--  : 7. 

4;  V'--....j  V.  ■ j;  ■3'b<fir’ . 

r.:  a£ht<f-X‘*  />t}^..'0  •"■:  'i' 


-v*'»  --.  ‘^>7:  .tJ-  <«  bri'  :3  r*^ 


'■j:  o.r./  rjatr  : •'  ■ ' ' '.'’cf^rSt 


. . .'  ' '<  A* 


* . 

•'  ■ ..,  . iKuii  4JQIJ  \ -.iC? 


t 


' ri  ,50.' 


• wrt'  - (o)  " l 

: » ' . ■?>.’■  vx^t^Ov.sjii''  toi'i/:ur  o'O *'5X^50  '':’  V 


• jlI,'  ^ 

■'“-  xcT.Z'n’C'^pi  tiJ:  aeusltn  wborjiT  ■ 


->.k’.j  fll®*-** '••r/ ’"  •**»»  \w  ,1.  ■ I V.*  <J*4*JA.«*  ^ ^ 

r.'''/  ‘u*  ; 8.i  Pi.-'ltn  of-iim  “tc  ptjv 

xxii.-  T'j'i  5,vc;-,r  r'iN.’-y  x:  •■-is'af 


KlW  ' 

- .,,  J . ■-.  .„ 

iSiiL.iwW.  'f  il^'n4ij|)gv|.  '•„  VJ  iin  ttr..ts^L^BKm  yj  v'VlJKj.  ea  ;5^V  '.■ 

.5ii'  ■•»'•  iJ  ri.r-  xijllt;  .mjliiiil'  b4fv  ’ u'  ••  ;'  ^JCXw'^iiJ  ■ \^'Oiy; 

'‘•.i.'Xo.  •■  i-.':  .'1.^  ill  ; I ui-  '!.>  i'S  . '^ 

jp/i-..  t;'';x.7  pq  '•*  . ' hJjS'y^ 

: '/•:-.;t;.^xjl®  , ■.;.  'lo'  oolt'..':,*'*  ■'ZiiC'  tJ.  MUiJ  njl  ^ ' ■ I 

y.^;.^•o  •l,-i'>y;;o(.  oiW.  at  ■ -.  • oj  wf  xy 


RIVERS  AND  STREAM 

Streams  and  surface  water  courses  were  inspected  during  the 
year  and  have  been  generally  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  County  Council  in  recent  years  on  the 
Hogsirill  has  been  beneficial  in  its  resuJ.ts,  Full  benefit  will  not  be 
obtained,  however,  until  the  completion  of  the  Hogsnill  Valley  Joint 
Drainage  Scheme,  and  the  effluent  of  the  two  sewage  works  in  the  Borough 
no  longer  discharge  into  it. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  MD  POOLS 

The  f^icipal  Baths  are  situated  in  East  Street.  Epsom,  and 
comprise  a covered  swimming  bath  (convertible  into  a hall),  turkish,  foam 
and  slipper  baths  and  cafe.  Swimming  bath  water  is  subjected  to 
cantinuous  filtration  and  chlorination.  Frequent  bacteriological 
examinations  are  made  to  test  the  efficiency  of  the  purification  process. 

There  is  one  privately  owned  swimming  pool  in  the  Borough 
open  to  the  general  public.  The  pool  is  equipped  with  plant  for 
continuous  filtration  and  chlorination,  and  the  water  is  subjected  to 
periodical  bacteriological  examination. 

The  other  bathing  idooIs  in  the  Borough  are  provided  in 
connection  with  schools  and  clubs  and  are  not  open  to  the  general  public. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

A classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited,  the 
defects  or  nuisances  discovered,  the  action  and  the  result  of  action 
tal<Bn  in  regard  to  these,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector, 


HOUSING 


Details  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Departnent  in 
connecticjn  with  housing  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector.  This  is  minly  concerned  with  the  state  of  existing 
houses. 


With  regard  to  the  erection  of  new  houses,  I am  indebted  to 
the  Borough  Engineer  for  the  following  information  regarding  the  number 
of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year. 


Erected  by  local  authority 

52 

Erected  by  private  enterprise 

' 119 

Converted  properties?- 

(a)  by  local  authority 

Nil 

(b)  by  private  enterprise 

6 

TUBERCULOUS  PEPSONS 


Five  hc3uses  were  allocated  to  housing  applicants  in  whose 
families  there  were  tuberculous  members.  Since  the  war  priority  has 
been  given  to  90  cases  under  this  heading. 


(15) 


5. 


INSPECTION  MD  SUPERVISION  OF  „Pp,OD 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  gives  details 
of  the  work  done  in  connection  with  supervision  of  food.  It  also 
contains  details  of  the  work  done  in  connection  with  sampling  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955^  of  which  the  Council  took  over  responsibility 
from  the  County  Council  on  1st  April,  1954 • 

In  reviewing  the  results  of  the  attention  which  has  been  paid 
in  the  past  few  years  to  the  safeguarding  of  food  supplies,  it  is  evident 
that  a great  improvement  has  taken  place.  Food  premises  are  better 
designed,  more  care  is  taken  to  protect  food  from  contanination,  and  in 
general  food  handlers  appreciate  the  need  for  care  and  cleanliness. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  still  possible  to  find  staff  in  a few  establish- 
ments  starting  the  day  in  dirty  overalls s in  others,  smoking  by  persons 
engaged  in  selling  food  can  be  noticed,  though  not  perhaps  in  those 
establishments  where  there  are  already  legal  powers  to  prevent  it.  It 
should  surely  be  a voluntary  rtile  of  all  persons  engaged  in  handling  food 
that  there  should  be  no  smoking  whS^e  cn  duty. 


6, 


PREVALENCE  OF  .AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIONS  DISEilSE 


Table  IV  shows  the  imnber  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  diiring  1956  with  the  case  rate  per  1,000  population  for  each 
disease,  The  presence  of  several  large  hospitals  in  the  district 
influences  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases.  For  exnnple,  the 
najority  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  fron  the  Epson 
District  Hospital,  though  nany  of  the  patients  wore  resident  in  the 
Borough  only  for  the  tire  of  their  confinement.  The  notification  of 
cases  of  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  which  are  made  fron  tine  to 
tire  are  equally  due  to  the  existence  of  an  obstinate  focus  of  infection 
in  one  of  the  hospitals  for  mental  disorders,  A colum  has,  therefore, 
been  included  in  this  table  to  shc3W  the  number  of  notifications  relating 
to  patients  in  hospitals.  Table  V shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  classified  according  to  age  and  sox. 


SMALLPOX 


No  case  of  snallpcx  was  notified  duriig  the  year. 


During  the  year  notifications  were  received  fron  medical 
practitioners  of  501  primary  vaccinations,  and  225  re-vaccinations, 
which  had  been  performed  by  then.  Of  the  primary  vaccinations  431 
related  to  children  under  the  age  of  one  year,  equivalent  to  63,1^  of 
the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  The 
comparative  figure  for  1955  was  66,9!^, 


SCARLET  FEVER 

Thirty-seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  43  for  the  previous  year.  The  incidence  rate  per 
1,000  population  was  0,55,  Nine  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  for 
treatment.  The  infection  continued  to  be  mild  in  character,  and  as 
usual  was  most  comnon  in  children  of  school  age,  21  of  the  notifications 
relating  to  children  of  5 to  9 years. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  dxiring  the  year 


The  aim  is  for  every  child  to  receive  a primary  treatment  in, 
its  first  year  of  life  with  reinforcing  treatments  every  3 to  4 years 
up  to  the  end  of  school  life.  It  is  not  claimed  even  with  such 
treatment  that  absolute  immunisation  will  be  attained  by  every  child, 
but  there  is  clear  evidence  that  the  risk  of  an  untreated  child 
contracting  diphtheria  is  four  tines  as  great  as  that  of  an  imnunised 
child,  and  that  the  risk  of  death  is  nearly  thirty  times  as  great. 
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P4J3htherl£:LJIanimlgatlaia  _( cont^ ) 

Treatnont  can  be  obtained  fron  general  practitioners  mder  the 
terns  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  or  fron  clinics  arranged  by 
the  local  health  authority,  these  being  held  at  regular  intervnls  at  all 
infant  Welfare  Centres  serving  the  district,  of  which  details  are  set  cut 
on  page  H*  These  arrange nents  are  intended  prinarily  for  infants  and 
others  under  school  age«  Clinics  in  schools  are  arranged  as  required  by 
the  Divisional  ^dical  Officer  for  pupils  requiring  treatcent. 

Notifications  were  received  that  655  children  received  primry 
treatnent  and  that  767  received  reinforcing  doses.  Possibly  some 
children  nay  have  been  treated  privately  or  in  other  districts,  about 
whon  informticn  has  not  been  received.  The  following  figures  shew  hew 
the  facilities  for  treatnent  have  been  used. 


Treated  at  Clinics  and  Schools 
Treated  by  General  Practitioners 


414 

241  , 


64s 

Jli- 


655 


767 


Attthe  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  70,3%  of  children 
under  the  age  of  15  years  had  been  treated  and  were  s till  in  an  effective 
state  of  innunity.  The  comparable  figure  for  1955  was  71.6% 

With  the  naterials  new  available  it  is  possible  to  coinbine 
diphtheria,  whooping  ccugh  and  tetanus  innunisation  in  one  series  of 
injections.  Details  of  the  nunbers  so  treated  are  given  under  the 
heading  dealing  v/ith  these  diseases. 


ACUTE  POLIOMXELITiS 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  2 of  which  were  of 
the  paralytic  type.  The  incidence  rate  for  the  paralytic  form  was  O.O3 
and  for  the  non-paralytic  0.01, 


Vaccination  against  pollonyelltis  nust  now  take  finst  place  in 
the  means  of  preventicn  of  this  disease.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  know 
how  effective  the  vaccine  at  present  in  use  will  be,  and  it  will  be  a few 
j'ears  before  a complete  picture  can  be  obtained  of  the  strength  and 
duration  of  its  protective  pewers.  In  spite  of  this,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  ineffectiveness  of  other 
methods  of  controlling  it,  the  advice  must  be  given  that  the  first 
opportunity  should  be  taken  for  every  child  to  be  given  the  vaccine. 

Because  of  shortage  of  the  material  there  is  at  present  a waiting  list 
for  the  treatment.  This  should  not  deter  parents  from  making  application 
on  behalf  of  children  born  in  the  period  1947  - 1956. 

Information  has  been  received  from  the  Divisional  kfedlcal  Officer 
that  210  children  resident  in  the  Borough  were  vaccinated  by  his  staff 
during  the  year.  In  the  future  it  will  also  be  possible  for  the  family 
doctor  to  undertake  the  treatment,  if  he  is  willing  to  do  so,  of  children 
whose  names  have  been  registered  and  whose  turn  has  core  to  receive  it. 
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MEASLES 


Ninety-eight  cases  of  measles  were  notified  diiring  the  year 
compared  with  924  for  1955*  The  case  rate  per  1,000  popiilation  was  1*45 
against  13*75  last  year  in  which  occurred  the  biennial  epidemic  which  is 
a feature  of  this  disease* 


DYSENTERY 


Sixteen  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year,  5 of 
which  were  patients  in  mental  hospitals.  In  13  cases  the  causative 
organism  was  of  the  mild  but  very  infectitjus  Sonne  type?  in  3^  all 
hospital  cases,  the  organism  was  of  the  Flexner  type. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

Fifty>-six  cases  were  notified,  giving  an  incidence  rate  of  80,3 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births  compared  with  56  cases  and  a rate  of  82,8 
in  1955*  Fifty-five  of  the  notifications  were  received  from  the 
maternity  unit  of  the  Epsom  District  Hospital,  27  of  then  relating  to 
patients  who  were  admitted  for  their  confinement  from  addresses  outside 
the  Borough,  One  notification  related  to  a confinement  in  a private  house* 

The  notification  rate  is  four  times  higher  than  the  figure  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  this  d5.sproportion  recurs  year  by  year*  The 
explanation  for  this  lies  in  the  fact  that  this  district  is  fortunate  in 
having  within  its  boundaries  a hospital  with  a modem  maternity  depart- 
ment, in  which  approximately  1,300  births  taike  place  annually,  l^fore  than 
one  half  of  the  women  concerned  are  non-residents  of  the  Borough,  yet 
should  any  of  them  become  notifiable  under  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Regulations  such  notificaticios  are  accredited  to  the  Borough  for  statistical 
purposes.  The  notification  rate  is  estimated  on  the  total  number  of 
notifications  received,  including  those  relating  to  non-residents  confined 
in  the  hospital,  set  against  the  number  of  births  of  infants  whose  mothers 
have  a residential  address  in  the  Borough,  Thus  under  existing 
statistical  arrangements  the  notification  rate  of  puerperal  pyrexia  of 
surroundijig  districts  is  lowered  at  the  expense  of  Epsom  and  Eve  11, 

Notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  are  required  to  be  made  by 
medical  practitioners  in  accordance  with  the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations , 
1951,  in  which  pueriDeral  pyrexia  is  defined  as  any  febrile  condition 
occurring  within  14  days  of  childbirth  or  miscarriage  in  which  a temperature 
of  100,4T’  or  more  has  occurred.  This  means  that  a single  rise  of 
tenperature  to  100, 4F  is  notifiable,  and  it  will  be  readily  understood  that 
this  would  be  more  likely  to  be  detected  in  hospital  than  in  domiciliary 
midwifery  practice.  Many  relatively  hou'mless  conditions  can  cause 
sufficient  rise  of  temperature  to  becore  notifiable.  Of  the  cases  under 
discussion,  in  24  the  cause  of  the  pyrexia  was  not  ascertained;  in  16 
it  was  due  to  infection  of  the  urinary  tract;  in  11  to  breast  infection; 
in  4 to  infection  of  the  birth  canal  and  in  1 to  infection  of  the  throat. 


WHOOPBTG  COUGH 

Eighty-four  cases  of  whooping  cough  wem  notified  during  the  year, 
the  incidence  rate  being  1,24  per  1,000  popuHntion  compared  with  0,57  in 
1955,  No  deaths  were  registered  from  the  disease, 
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Whooping  Cough  Iranunigatlcm 

Notifications  were  received  from  medical  practiticners  and 
clinics  that  631  children  had  received  a primary  course  and  169  children 
had  received  reinforcing  doses.  The  majority  received  the  treatment 
in  combination  with  immunisaticn  against  diphtheria. 


TETANUS 

No  information  was  received  of  the  occurrence  of  tetanus  in  the 

district. 


Notifications  were  received  that  23  children  had  been  given 
active  immunisaticn  against  tetanus^  all  in  combinatirn  with  immunisaticn 
against  diphtheria. 


FOOD  POISONING 


Five  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year 
giving  an  incidence  rate  of  0,07  per  1,000  populaticn.  In  1955  there 
were  20  notifications  with  an  incidence  rate  of  0,30.  In  1 case  the 
causative  organism  was  a member  of  the  Salmonella  group.  In  4 cases  the 
causative  organism  was  not  isolated,  and  it  was  not  possible  to  incriminate 
any  particular  article  of  food. 


Fortyv-four  primary  notifications  were  received  from  medical 
practitioners  of  persons  certified  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  In 
Table  VII  these  are  classified  by  sex  and  age  and  into  pulmonary  and  non- 
pulmonary  types  of  disease.  The  table  is  also  sub-divided  to  show  whether 
the  patient  was  a private  resident  or  a CGnteJ.  hospital  patient. 

Other  names  added  to  the  register  were  those  of  26  persons  who 
came  to  live  in  the  Borough,  having  previously  been  notified  in  other  areas. 

One  posthumcus  notification  was  received.  In  this  case  the 
infection  was  detected  at  post  mortem  examination.  The  cause  of  death  was 

a heart  condition. 


During  the  year  the  names  of  74  persons  were  added  to  the 
tuberculosis  register,  and  106  were  removed.  Details  of  these  alterations 
are  as  follows:- 
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Primary  notificaticais  relating 


to  private  residents  already  29 

residing  in  the  district 

Transfer  of  private  residents 
notified  in  other  "areas,  now  25 

residing  in  the  district 

Notifications  of  persons 
residing  in  institutions 

Priinry  15 

Transfer  1 

Posthumous  notifications 

In  institutions  « 

In  private  households  1 

Restored 

Private  residents  2 

Re~class ification 

In  iistituticns  , X 


74' 


By  Removals  to 
other  districts 

a)  Private  residents  43 

b)  Patients  in 

institutions  9 


By  Recovery 

a)  Private  residents  28 

b)  Patients  in 
ins  titutions 


By  Death  + 

a)  Private  residents  13 

b)  Patients  in 

institutions  13 


106 


+ In  15  cases  the  cause  of  death  vas  not  attributed 
to  tuberculosis* 

Six  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  for  the  purpose 
of  death  registration,  were  of  persons  whose  names  wore 
on  the  tuberculosis  register  of  other  districts.  They 
were  all  patients  in  mental  hcjspitals. 


At  the  end  of  the  year 
vas  as  follows s- 


In  private  residence 
In  non;^prlvate  residence 


the  nui±)or  of  names  on  the  register 


TD  S’ 

Male 

Female 

237 

162 

25 

u 

66 

IS 

, ,3.  „ 

303 

180 

30 

17 

P.Ga:^a-££S£L 


Fifteen  deaths  from  tuberculosis  were  assigned  to  the  Borough 
giving  a death-rate  of  0*22,  the  fignre  for  England  and  Wales  being  0.12* 
Of  tlie  deaths,  4 were  members  of  private  households,  and  11  of  patients 
in  mental  hospitals*  If  the  population  of  the  mental  hospitals  and  the 
deaths  ot  patients  from  tuberculosis  are  excluded,  then  a death  rate 
of  0.07  is  obtained* 


An  analysis  by  age,  sex  and  form  of  disease  is  found  in  Tabla  VIII 
which  is  further  sub-divided  to  show  whether  the  death  was  of  a private 
resident  or  of  a patient  in  one  of  the  mental  hospitals. 


OOMMITTEIB 


The  Epson,  Leatherhead  and  District  Tuberculosis  Care 
Oonfilttee  has  ccntlnued  i'lis  work  with  energy  diiring  the  year  under  the 
Ohalrnanship  of  Aldcrnan  I^Sa  A*  Winter.  The  Secretary  of  the  Conni.t'bee 
is  Miss  M,  Wright,  who  is  also  the  Surry  County  Gouncil*s  Care  Alnoner 
in  the  area,  and  the  Treasurer  is  Mr.  T.  L.  iOlnnagan,  of  the  Epson 
Branch  of  the  Westminster  Bank.  lumbers  of  the  Connittee  inc?i.ude 
representatives  of  the  Borough  Council,  the  Leatherhead  Urban  District 
Council,  Associations  and  Soc5.eties  interested  in  social  welfare,  and 
officers  engaged  in  work  connected  with  health,  welfare  and  relief* 

Thus  the  Connit'tee  is  in  a good  positrlon  to  help  solve  the  special 
problems  of  the  tuberculous  person  and  the  household  to  wiiich  he  belongs, 
and  rrach  valuable  work  has  been  done. 


This  treatment  5,s  available  at  Chest  Clinics  to  contacts  in  the 
faroily  of  tuberculous  persons,  if  preliminary  testing  shows  that  they  have 
not  already  b^en  infected . It  has  also  been  offered  to  children  between 

13  and  14  years  attending  maintained  schools,  end  those  porivate  schools 
wiiich  have  co^'-operated  in  the  scheme  of  tc'catEEjnt*  The  treatment  in 
schools  is  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  the  Divi.sional  Msdical  Officer  who 
has  provided  the  following  information  relating  to  the  work  dene  in  local 
schools  in  1956, 

Communications  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  927  school  children 
ascertained  to  be  in  the  age  group  concerned  with  the  following  results* 
These  have  been  subdivided  to 


No.  of  children  offered  treatment  at  Maintained  Schools 
'*  **  ” '•  Private  Schools 


Total  927 


No. 

n 


No. 

It 


consenting  at  Mb-intaimed  Schools 
M n p-j^ivate  Schools 

Total 


of  chil-dren  vaccinated  with  B*C.G* 

II  n n II  II 


572  (equivalent  to  72^) 

_S3_(  ■■  '•  63%) 

655  ( " " n%) 

liaintaimed  Schools 

523 

Private  Schools 

72 

Total 

595 

A survey  fn  the  Borough  was  carried  ofut  during  1956  by  the  Mass 
Radiography  Service.  Sessions  open  to  the  general  public  viero  held  at  the 
Foresters  Hall,  Epsom  and  at  E-re  11  Court  House*  A total  of  4,596  pereons 
attended.  The  I-fedical  Director  of  the  Unit  has  given  the  following 
details  of  their  investigation. 


ten  teas 


IPJiale 

Total  number  examined  564 

8-76 

1,31S 

1,838 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Active  2 

1 

2 

1 

Pulmmany  Tuber (julos is,  Inactive  IfJ 

24 

47 

54 

Non^^tiberculous  abaormali.ties  41 

45 

84 

55 

Cases  not  yet  diagnosed  5 

3 

12 

10 
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TABLE  I,  COMPARATIVE  BIRTH.  DEATH  AHD  MATERNAL 
MDRTALITI  RATES,  AND  EIGIDENCE  RATES  OF  INFEGTIOUS 
DISEASES  FOR  THE  YEARS  1055  and 


— ^ 

1956 

1955 

Ra-t^a  .ner  1.000  PoniLUtion 

' 

BIRTHS 

Live  Birtha 

10,1 

9.3 

Still  Births 

0,21 

0.30 

DEATHS 

All  Causes 

18,1 

16,6 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

- 

- 

Whooping  Ccoigh 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

Tuberculosis 

0,22 

0,28 

Influenza 

0,04 

0.07 

Smllpox 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

Pneumonia 

1.43 

1.37 

Measles 

- 

0.01 

IQOTIOATI^S_(^;pe  c^) 

Typhoid 

Paratyphoid 

0.01 

-> 

Meningococcal  Infecticsi 

0.03 

mm 

Scarlet  Fever 

0,55 

0^6U 

Whooping  Cough 

1.24 

0.57 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

0.09 

0.13 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

Measles 

1,45 

13.75 

Pneumonia 

0,53 

0,91 

Poliocyolltis  (Paralytic) 

0.03 

0.06 

(Non~Paralytic) 

0.01 

0.07 

Food  Poisoning 

0.07 

0.30 

Dysentery 

0.24 

0,19 

Tuberculosis 

0.65 

0,66 

R?^te3  .par  _ltOOO_  Livg  B.ir.th^ 

TIWANT  MORTALITY 

j Under  1 year  of  age 

20.5 

12,6 

Under  4 weeks  of  age 

16,1 

9.1 

I^Tljes  per  1,000  Total  (Lsve  & Stm)  B-frt^ha 

Still  Births 

20,1 

29.6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Notification  of) 

80,3 

82,8 

Maternal  Mortality 

- 

- 

1 


T3 


CQ 


+ + 


(24) 


) 


‘i 

'I 


TABLE  III 


In  Private 
Residence 

M F 

In  lySntal 
Hospitals 

M F 

Total 

M F_. 

1. 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory  systen) 

2 

2 

9 

2 

11 

4 

2. 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

rr» 

— 

mm 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

1 

4 

3 

6 

4 

4« 

Diphtheria 

mm 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Gough 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6o 

Ken5,ngococcal  Infections 

1 

1 

mm 

1 

1 

7c 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

mm 

- 

s. 

Measles 

pm 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  Diseases 

3 

4 

pm 

3 

4 

10. 

l%Iignant  neoplasm^  stomach 

5 

2 

.. 

4 

5 

6 

.0.# 

Mali.gnant  neoplasm^  lung 

25 

7 

7 

mm 

32 

7 

12. 

Malignant  neoplo.sm,  breast 

mm 

9 

- 

6 

- 

15 

13. 

MaiJi.gnant  ne  oplasm^  uterus 

4 

-<= 

2 

6 

14. 

Other  mali-gnant  neoplasms 

31 

20 

7 

8 

38 

28 

15. 

Leulcaemla,  aleukaemia 

3 

1 

1.. 

3 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

««* 

3 

- 

3 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

50 

69 

10 

14 

60 

83 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

53 

47 

12 

2 

65 

49 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

7 

18 

•9 

18 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

59 

104 

36 

111 

95 

215 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

.. 

23 

27 

25 

27 

22. 

Influenza 

-1 

2 

1 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

18 

20 

24 

34 

42 

54 

24« 

Bronchitis 

33 

9 

10 

2 

43 

11 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

- 

8 

4 

1 

4 

9 

26, 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  or  duodenum 

4 

1 

3 

2 

7 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 

«. 

.. 

3 

- 

28, 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

7 

1 

3 

8 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

- 

3 

8 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

6 

- 

- 

6 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

2 

50 

101 

59 

10? 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

6 

7 

4 

3 

10 

10 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

5 

1 

1 

3 

6 

36, 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

mm 

335 

328 

215 

348 

550 

676 

TOTAL 

663 

563 

1,226 

(25) 
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Incidence  rate  of  Poiorperal  Pyrexia  (per  1,000  live  and  stiU  births)  80.3 
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NOTIFICATION^  OF  TOEEGTIOI3S  DISEASES  BY  AGE  AM)  SEX 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  BY  AGE  AJ^ID  SEX 
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death  rate  of  0.07  is  obtained 


Public  Health  Lepartment, 
West  Hill  House, 

West  Hill, 

EPSOM, 

Surrey, 

June,  1957, 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Ccnmcillors  of  the 

BOROUGH  OF  EPSOM  MD  EWELL 


Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  twentieth  Annual  Report  which  relates  to  the 
work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1956,  and  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Article  27 
of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935, 

As  a result  of  the  passing  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of 
Designation)  Act,  1956,  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  now  known  as  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  The  term  ’’Sanitary  Inspector”  has  often  led  to  misconceptions 
as  to  the  range  of  functions  performed  by  these  Officers  and  the  change  of 
title  certainly  describes  more  accurately  the  purpose  and  nature  of  their 
duties. 


During  the  year  under  review  a considerable  amount  of  time  has 
been  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  food  premises  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1956, 

The  standard  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough  is,  on  the  whole, 
very  satisfactory,  but  in  nearly  every  case  the  inspection  has  revealed 
matters  requiring  attention  under  the  Regulations.  The  majority  of  food 
traders  however,  have  shown  a willingness  to  comply  with  these  requirements 
and  details  of  work  carried  out  are  given  in  the  Food  Section  of  the  report. 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  by  regular  visits  and  inspections  can  do  much  to 
ensure  that  the  Regulations  are  observed,  but  good  food  hygiene  demands 
ccnstant  attention  at  all  times,  not  only  by  the  trader  but  by  every  food 
handler.  It  should  also  be  remembered  that  no  large  scale  and  lasting 
improvement  in  food  hygiene  can  be  brought  about  unless  public  opinion 
demands  it.  It  is,  therefore,  important  that  members  of  the  public  should 
support  the  efforts  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  by  drawing  the  attention 
of  shop  assistants  and  other  food  handlers  to  faulty  practices  in  matters 
of  hygiene  and  encourage  those  who  set  a good  example  in  the  handling  of  food 

During  the  year  102  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
housing  defects,  resulting  in  the  carrying  out  of  a considerable  amount  of 
work.  Formal  action  was  taken  in  seven  cases  where  houses  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  Further  progress  will  be  made  in  dealing  with 
unfit  dwellings  under  the  Council’s  five  year  programme  when  Council  houses 
now  in  course  of  erection  become  available  for  re-housing  purposes. 

Over  5,700  inspections  and  visits  were  made  during  the  year  and  a 
total  of  906  complaints  were  received  and  investigated,  A large  proportion 
of. these  complaints  concerned  Infestations  of  rats  and  mice.  This,  however, 
is  not  an  indication  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of  rats  or  mice,  but  of 
added  Interest  cm  the  part  of  the  public  in  reporting  infestations.  There 
are,  in  fact,  definite  signs  of  a decrease  in  the  rat  population,  due  mainly 
to  modem  methods  of  treatment  and  prompt  reports  of  infestaticm. 
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I>in*ing  thB  last  four  months  of  the  year;  the  Department  was 
deprived  of  the  services  of  one  Inspector,  ht,  W,  0,  Alder,  who,  as  a 
member  of  the  Officers  Volunteer  Reserve,  was  called  up  for  military  service 
and  was  sent  to  the  Suez  Canal  Zone,  Ho  returned  to  take  up  his  duties 
again  in  January  this  j^ear,  but  during  his  absence  it  was  necessary  to 
curtail  certain  routine  inspections.  At  the  same  time,  every  effort  was 
made  to  attend  to  essential  matters  and  follow  up  outstanding  work, 
particularly  in  relation  to  inspections  under  the  ffood  Hygiene  Regulations, 
which  had  made  good  progress  during  the  preceding  months.  In  this 
connection  I wish  to  record  ny  appreciation  of  the  assistance  of  my  Deputy, 
Grace,  and  the  other  Inspector,  Mr,  Halstead,  who  willingly  undertook 
this  additional  work,  I also  wish  to  thank  the  remainder  of  my  staff  for 
their  continued  loyalty  and  assistance. 

In  conclusion,  may  I express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Council,  particularly  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
for  their  support  and  Dr,  Ive,  the  l^dical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his  advice 
and  kindly  consideration  at  all  times, 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  H.  G.  HAGGER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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SMITARI  CTSPEGTIffl  OF  THE  AREA. 


of  InsTjeotj-ons 


and  Visits 


Dwelling  Houses  - Under  P*  H.  Act 
’’  ” ” Housing  Acts 

- Reinspections 

Other  Premises  Under  P.  H.  Act 
” " Re inspections 

Oomplaints  investigated 
Drainage  ^ Inspections 
Vlater  Tests 
Smoke  Tests 
” Other  Tests 

” Cesspools  inspected 

Factories  - With  Power 
” Without  Power 

” Outworkers 

Food  ~ Inspection  of  Premises 

^ Slaughterhouses  « Meat  Inspections 

” Visits  re  Unsound  Food 

Heating  Appliances  and  Fireguards  Act 
Infectious  Disease  - Enquiries  and  Visits 
Insect  Pests 

Keeping  of  Animals  or  Poultry 
Offices  - Inspections 
Pet  Animals  Act,  Licences,  etc 
Public  Ccmveniences 
Rats  or  ^tLce  Infestation 
Rivers  and  Streams 

Schools  ~ Sanitary  Accommodation,  Disinfestation,  etc* 
Shops  Act,  1950.  (Hours) 

” ” ” (Welfare) 

Smoke  Observations  or  Aiji>  Pollution 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Swimming  Pools 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Theatres,  Ojnemas,  Halls,  etc. 

Vacant  Land,  Dumps,  etc. 

Verminous  premises  or  Articles 

Visits,  Miscellanecms  (not  included  above) 


TOTAL’ 


207 

10 

753 

65 

107 

433 

1,283 

1?0 

23 

9 

35 

63 

8 

8 

861 

119 

234 

4 

257 

116 

7 

4 

2 

29 

70 

27 

26 

25 

16 


43 

43 

16 


54 

5 

13 

6 


5,734 


SAMPLING 


Samples  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  IO4 

Ice-cream  Samples  25 

Milk  Samples  (bacteriological)  85 

Water  Samples  froms- 

Main  Supplies  (domestic)  6 

lyfental  Hospitals  - private  wells  (untreated)  52 

” ” ” " (treated)  21 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  9 


COMPLAINTS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  complaints 
received  during  the  year:- 

Insanitary  condition  of  premises 
Flooding 

CholJBd  or  defective  drains 
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87 

34 

164 


1 

‘A 


i 


■Qcatm) 


Forward 


265 


Defective  dustbins 

Offensive  accuniulations 

Keeping  of  animals  or  poultry 

Rat  or  mice  infestation 

Nuisance  from  flies  or  other  insect  pests 

Vermin 

Offensive  smells 

Unsound  Food 

Factory  and  Shops  Acts 

Overcrowding 

Smoke 

Miscellaneous 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS 

Number  of  premises  where  nuisances  or  defects  found 
Number  of  nuisances  or  defects  found 


NOTICES 


Number  of  Notices  served  under  the  following  ActsJ- 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Tl  ti  tj  tt 

Housing  Act,  1936 
tl  n tt 

Factories  Act,  1937 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


(Statutory) 

(Informal) 

(statutory) 

(informal) 

(informal) 

tl 

tt 


12 

9 

3 

481 

37 

2 

25 

23 

4 
1 
7 

-JZ 

906 


125 

502 


5 

112 

7 

6 

5 


276 


Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  10, 


SUMmY  OF  NUIS AN^  ABATED.  DEFECTS.  REMEDIED 
AND  OfiirR  SAI^ITARY  MAT(ilRS  ATTENDED,^. 

Houses  and  Other  Premises 


Roofs  repaired  36 
Eaves  gutters  and  downpipes  repaired  37 
Chimney  stacks  rebuilt  or  repaired  11 
Repointing  or  rendering  of  brickwork  12 
Other  work  carried  out  to  remedy  dampness  18 
Choked  drains  cleared  157 
Drains  repaired  or  relaid  74 
Inspection  Chambers  built  or  repaired  78 
NewW,C»s  installed  80 
W,0*s  renewed  or  repaired  I9 
W,C,  flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  7 
New  Baths  installed  42 
Soil  Vent  Pipes  or  F.A,I^s  renewed  or  repaired  30 
New  Gullies  provided  44 
Sink  Gully  surrounds  repaired  5 
New  sinks  or  wash-hand  basins  provided  or  renewed  132 
Waste  pipes  provided  or  renewed  8 


(3) 


DrjfillTng  Houses  and  Other  Premises  (cont.) 

Water  Service  Pipes  renewed  or  repaired  15 

Cesspools  emptied  or  repaired  9 

Cesspools  abolished  3 

Cesspools  new  1 

Existing  house  drains  connected  to  Public  Sewer  3 

New  Dustbins  provided  13 

Yard  Paving  provided  or  repaired  S 

Rooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  34 

Plaster  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  46 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  15 

Fireplaces  or  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  10 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  l6 

Window  francs  repaired  or  renewed  26 

Sashcords  provided  or  renewed  20 

Additional  lighting  or  ventilation  provided  4 

Food  stores  provided,  ventilated  or  cleansed  3 

Rooms  disinfected  after  Tuberculosis  S 

Disinfection  of  rooms  or  articles  on  request  5 

Rooms,  etc,  sprayed  for  flies  or  other  insect  pests  14 

Nuisances  from  animals  or  poultry  abated  3 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  '4 

Other  nuisances  abated  or  defects  remedied  47 

HOUSING 

I,  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

1,  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  under  the  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts,  217 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  and  re- 
inspections 753 

2b  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  102 

II,  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit:- 

(a)  after  Informal  Notice  90 

(b)  after  service  of  Formal  Notice  2 

(c)  Number  of  Notices  outstanding  at 

end  of  year  10 

HI,  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for 

human  habitation  and  represented  under 

Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  7 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  2 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  5 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  as 
a result  of  formal  action  3 

(36) 


I 


- . ■ J ^ 

■ -ti' 

•,■’’■■.  '-d.  OjVoH  '"Io  LL 

, , ' ' ■ ■ '•.  * dr  ■' 


L ’40i'  ;/.tj 


id.. 

w -A  .hi 

.V. 

**  . >:#  ’i.vSSttUSdFJCrx!^ 
- ' '^Jc;iSlt8BW5ir*r^ 


One  hundred  and  two  Informal  Notices  relating  to  housing  defects 
were  served  on  owners  of  houses  capable  of  repair  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  ninety-two  of  these  Notices  had  been  complied  with# 


Certificates  of  Disrepair 

During  the  year  two  applications  were  received  for  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acts^  1954*  lu  one  case 
the  certificate  was  granted  and  subsequently  revoked  on  completion  of  the 
repairs*  In  the  other  case  the  work  was  carried  out  following  receipt  of 
the  application  and  the  issue  of  a Certificate  became  unnecessary# 


In  the  course  of  investigating  complaints  and  applications  for 
housing  accommodation,  seven  families  were  found  to  be  living  under  over- 
crowded conditions#  Three  of  the  familj,es  were  subsequently  re-housed 
but  alternative  accommodation  is  not  yet  available  for  the  remaining  cases# 


Two  houses  were  dealt  with  for  bug  infestation.  In  each  case 
the  rooms  affected  were  thoroughly  treated  with  insecticide,  and  the  removal 
of  bedding  for  steam  disinfection  was  found  unnecessary. 


Schools 


Twenty-six  inspections  and  visits  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
were  made  during  the  year  to  schools  in  the  Borough,  including  private  schools# 

There  are  twenty-five  private  schools  in  the  Borough, 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  19: 


(l)  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provision  as  to  health  Including 

inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors, 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

(l) 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3,4^  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

21 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

140 

58 

6 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Soetion  7 is  enforced 
by  'the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  • 
premises) 

TOTAL 

0m 

172 

71 

6 
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2 Cases  in  which  defects  were  found; 


Number  of  cases  in  vxhich 
defects  were  found:  

No.  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

which 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Reme- 

died 

(4) 

to  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

(5) 

by  H.M, 
Inspe  c- 
tor 
(6) 

presecu- 
tions  were 
ins tituted 
(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S,l) 

10 

10 

Overcrowding  (s , 2) 

.. 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S,3) 

- 

9m 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S,4) 

9m 

mm 

• 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S,6) 

Ml 

Ml 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

3: 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

Other  offences  (not  relating 

to  outwork) 

12 

I - 

TOTAL 

30 

30 

1 

1 

3 Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section-Ill 

Nature 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No,  of 

No,  of 

Noti- 

Prose- 

of 

Out- 

cases  of 

prose- 

instances 

ces 

cutions 

work 

workers 

defaults 

cutions 

of  work 

served 

in  Aug. 

in  send- 

for  fail- 

in  unwhole 

list 

ing  lists 

ing  to 

sonB 

required 

to  the 

supply 

premises 

(1) 

by  Sec, 
110(1)  (e) 

Council 

lists 

1 

I 

(3) 

(4) 

l5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8)  1 

Wearing 
apparel 
(making,  etc, 
cleansing  and 
washing) 

2 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

i 

Curtains  and 

furniture 

hangings 

1 

- 

- 

“ 

1 

] 

1 

_ 1 

TOTAL 

3 

9m 

- 

- 

- 

- j 

(38) 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


This  section  of  the  report  deals  with  matters  relating  to  food 
including  the  inspection  of  food  premises,  food  sampling  and  other  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  connection  with  the 
supervision  of  food  supplies* 


The  following  table  shows  the  approximate  number  of  premises  in 
the  Borough  classified  under  the  various  trades  or  businesses,  where  food 
is  sold,  manufactured  or  stored:- 


Bakehouses  9 
Bakers  & Confectioners  17 
Butchers  3B 
Cafes,  Restaurants,  Canteens 

and  Kitchens  51 
Ccsnfectioners  61 
Dairies  5;  lytiJJk  Distributors  21 
Fishmongers  (wet  and  dry)  19 
Fried  Fish  Shops  5 
Greengrocers  & Fruiterers  38 
Grocery  & Provision  Stores  94 
Ice-cream  P^etailers  118 
Public  Houses  & Off  Licences 

Total  524 


Of  the  above  premises  154  are  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  as  follows:- 

Manufacture  of  Ice-cream  1 

Retail  sale  of  Ice-cream  117 

Preparaticn  or  manufacture 
for  sale  of  sausages  or 
potted,  pressed,  picklcd'-'ccr 
preserved  food  36 

During  the  year  861  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made 
(for  details  see  page  47). 


The  number  of  milk  distrlbutcjrs  and  dairy  premises  (other  than 
dairy  farms)  in  the  Borough,  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949  - 1954,  is  as  follows :- 


Retail  Purveyors  (with  premises  in  the  Borougtjl  4 

” ” (from  outside  the  Borough)  8 

Milk  Receiving  Depots  4' 

Shops  from  which  bottled  milk  is  sold  17 


. .-CM  a , 
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MiXk,-Ii.lc8jicG,g, 

The  folloving  licence g to  sell  graded  milk  were  granted  mder  the 
IyQ.lk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949?  during  the  year  1956s- 


’’Tuberculin  Tested” 

Dealers 

10 

Supple  men 

6 

’’Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised” 

2 

’’Pasteiuised” 

10 

7 

’’Sterilised” 

JJL. 

— en-T 

^2- 

._22_ 

During  the  year  85  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  milk 
distributors,  including  supplies  to  local  hospitals  and  schools,  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination^ 


The  following  summary  gives  details  of  the  grades  of  milk  sampled 
and  results  of  the  ejcaminations  s - 

Grade  No,^  of  Samples 


’’Tuberculin  Tested”  ?. 

’’Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised”  15 

’’Pasteurised”  67' 

’’Sterilised”  1 


85 


Results  of  TestsJ- 


Methylene  Blue 
Test  0 

Phosphatase 

Test  S 

Tur-bidity  Test 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

0 „ .1.4  _ 

a oD-S 
factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis 

factory 

Unsatis 

factory 

+”Tuberculin  Tested” 

2 

”T,T,  Pasteurised” 

14 

1 

15 

.1.. 

Pm 

’’Pasteurised” 

67 

- 

67 

- 

- 

- 

”Sterilised” 

- 

- 

- 

1 

S3 

1 

82 

1 

i 

0 Methylene  Blue  Test  not  applied  to  1 sample 
S Phosphat0.se  It  n tj  n 2 samples 


+ One  sample  of  ’’Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  was  submitted 

for  a Biological  Test  which  was  reported  as  satisfactory. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER,  NOODS 


S laughte  r house  s 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  trie  Borough;  but  at  the 
request  of  the  South  VJest  ]%tropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board;  arrange- 
ments are  made  for  the  inspection  of  all  animals  after  slaughter  at  Horton 
Farm;  where  a slaughterhouse  is  in  regular  use  for  the  supply  of  meat  to 
Mental  Hospitals  in  the  Borcmgh* 

The  folloi'Ting  summary  relates  to  the  inspection  of  animals  after 
slaughter  at  the  above-mentioned  slaughterhouse  during  the  year. 

Carcases  inspected  and  condemned;- 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cots 

Calves 

« 1 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

4 

56 

85 

479 

- 

1 Number  inspected 

1 . . _ 

4 

56 

a5  1 

479 

- 

: All  diseases  except 
i Tuberculosis  and 
} Gysticerci: 

i 

1 Whole  carcases 

1 

1 

condemned 

1 Carcases  of  which 
! some  part  or  organ 
j was  condeimaed 

1 

4 

4 

: Percentage  of  the 
! number  Inspected 

1 affected  with 
i disease  other  than 

1 Tuber  cul.os  is  and 
: Gysticerci 

25% 

3^53% 

1,17% 

i 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases 
ccsndemned 

•w 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

1 

^2% 

i 

"t 

1 


^ >s 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

C;^ticercosis  s 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

fM 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

9m 

CM* 

<«• 

Generalised  and 

1 totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

SLAUGHTER  OF  AJ^TIMALS  ACTS 


Five  applications  for  the  renewal  of  licences  to  slaughter 
animals  under  the  above  Acts  were  received  and  considered  by  the  Council. 
In  each  case  the  licence  was  granted,  and  the  fees  amounting  to  5/- 
(five  shillings)  were  forwarded  to  the  Borough  Treasurer. 


Shoes 


There  are  thirty~eight  butchers*  shops  in  the  Borough  all  of 
which  have  been  periodically  inspected  during  the  year,  102  visits  and 
inspections  being  made. 


A refrigerator  or  other  means  of  cold  storage  is  provided  at 
each  shop  and  all  have  permanent  glass  windows  as  shop  fronts. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  butchers*  shops  has,  on  the  whole 
been  very  satisfactory* 


Foods 


The  following  meat  and  other  foods  were  inspected  at  shops  and 
food  stores  within  the  Borough  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 


Article 

Lbs* 

Tins 

Bottles 

Packets 

or 

or 

Jars 

Numbers 

Bacon 

35i 

Biscuits 

6 

Butter  and  Margarine 

yri 

Cereals 

6 

74 

Cheese 

! Cheese  Spread 

17i 

29 

! Chickens 

3 

Ducklings 

5 

Easy  Icing 

19 

1 

Aiisielo 

lbs 

Tins 

Bottles 

or 

Jars 

Packets 

or 

Numbers 

Fish 

203 

40 

Flour 

70 

Fii?ozen  Foods 

305 

Fruit  « Dried 

36 

Fruit  --  Tinned 

336 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

48 

Meat  and  Offal 

Meat  - Tinned 

86 

l^feat  Cooked 

2 

Milk  ■ 

31 

Milk  Powder 

24 

Peanuts 

28 

Pudding  Mixture 

74 

Salt 

-m 

Rice 

14 

Sausages  & Sausage 

Meat 

48 

Suet  - Shredded 

6 

Sugar 

19 

Sweets 

2 

232 

Vegetables  - Tinned 

206 

Other  Foodstuffs 

128 

(tins,  jars  or  pkts) 

1 

J 

WhenevBr  possible  foodstuffs  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 
are  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding  (if  not  diseased)  or  utilised  for  other 
practical  purposes  to  avoid  waste. 

Bakehouses 


Thirty^-seven  inspections  and  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to 
the  nine  bakehouses  on  the  register. 

At  seven  bakehouses  matters  were  founi  requiring  attention  and 
the  following  is  a suramaiy  of  the  work  carried  out  as  a result  of  verbal  or 
written  notice ss 


Cleansing  of  walls  and  ceilings  7 
Repairs  to  drainage  and  sanitary  accommodation  3 
Repair  of  floors  1 
Removal  of  rubbish  and  cleansing  of  yard  1 
Miscellaneous  matters  9 


Food  and  Drugs  Act^  1955  « Sampling 

Formal  and  informal  samples  have  been  taken  regularly  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  as  Sampling  Officers  and  forvrarded  to  D.D,  Moir^ 
who  is  appointed  as  Public  Analyst  to  the  Corporation^, 

During  the  year  IO4  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis and  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  following  summary,  covered  a wide  range  of  commodities: 


(43 


Food  and  Drii^a  Act.  - Sg.mri1  infy  i ) 


Article 

Number  of  Samples 
Examined 

Reported  adulterated  or 
otherwise  giving  rise  to 
ir  r e gular  itv  

Formal! 

Inf  or  ml 

Forma.l  1 

Infcrml 

Apples 

1 

Baking  Powder 

1 

Cake  Mix 

2 

1 

Calamine  Lotion 

1 

Cheese  - Processed 

1 

Chocolate  Roll 

1 

Christmas  Pudding 

1 

Coffee  & Chicory 

1 

Cold  Cure  Pastilles 

1 

Cooke en 

1 

Cough  Mlj^ture 

1 

Cream  Powder  - 

Synthetic 

1 

Double  Cream 

2 

Dried  Rruit 

1 

Fish  Oakes 

1 

Fish  Fingers 

1 

Frozen  Confection 

1 

Fruit  Pie 

1 

Figs 

1 

Garden  Mint  in  Vinegar 

1 

Ground  Almcmds 

2 

Improver  Powder  for 

Cakes 

1 

Honey 

1 

Jam 

2 

Ice-cream 

Iced  Lollies 

2 

Rainbow  Easy  Icing 

2 

2 

Instant  Whip 

1 

Iodised  Blackcurrant 

& Glycerine  Pastilles 

1 

1 

Lactachoc 

1 

Lemcmade  Powder 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

Margarine 

1 

Marmalade 

2 

1 

Milk 

18 

Meat  Pie 

1 

Mixed  Spice 

2 

Oats  - Breakfast 

1 

Orange  Squash 

1 

Pepper  Flavoured 

Compound 

1 

Pork  Roll  - Stuffed 

1 

Rice 

1 

Sponge  Cake  & Swiss 

1 

Roll 

1 

Sage  & Onicm  Siiiffing 

1 

Sausages  - Beef 

4 

Sausages  Pork 

3 

Suet  - Slireddod 

1 

Steak  Pie 

1 

1 

Stewed  Steak 

1 

Sweets 

6 

Tapioca  - Flaked 

1 

Tea 

1 

Vinegar 

2 

Vitacup 

1 

Whisky 

TOTAL 

28 

76 

- 

6 
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The  following  details  relate  to  sanples  reported  on 
unfavourably  and  action  taken s- 


Sample  No# 

Article 

Infringement 

Action  taken 

and  date 

taken 

1 & 2 

Rainbow 

Contained  highly  rancid  fat 

1 

All  stock  in 

3/1/56 

Easy 

Sugar  and  glycerine  monos tea- 

this  district 

Icing 

rate  B5%*  Moisture colouring 

voluntarily 

and  flavour  9^. 

surrendered  and 

Analyst  reported 

destroyed. 

*'This  article  is  in  such  a 

Reported  to  other 

rancid  condition  that  it  is 

districts 

nauseous  to  the  taste  and  is 

concerned  where 

liable  to  cause  vomiting# 

similar  action 

Unfit  for  human  consumption”* 

taken. 

7 

Iodised 

Analyst  resorted 

Manufacturers 

ll/i/56 

black- 

“Proportion  of  Glycerine  is 

warned  - they 

currant 

insignificant  and  does  not 

decided  to 

and 

entitle  this  article  to  the 

exclude  glycerine 

Glycerine 

description  “Iodised  Black- 

from  the  pastilles 

Pastilles 

currant  and  Glycerine 

and  in  future  the 

Pastilles”* 

word  “glycerine” 
would  be  omitted 
from  the  descrip- 
tion on  the 
containers  suppiedo- 

26 

Steak 

Analyst  reported 

Interviewed  local 

S/3/56 

Pie 

“This  article  dees  not 

Manager  and  steps 

possess  the  characteristics 

wore  taken 

of  a steak  pie  which  ccDntains 

immediately  to 

a filling  of  steak  and  gravy 

conform  with  the 

and  is  intended  to  be  consumed 

requirements  of 

hot*  The  sample  contained  a 
“solid”  filling  of  cooked  meat 

the  Act, 

and  potato  which  could  be 
eaten  either  cold  or  in  a 
warmed-up  condition”* 

52 

Cake 

Analyst  resorted 

Reported  to  P#H# 

24/5/56 

Mix 

“Carton  in  which  this  article 

Committee  and 

was  sold  bore  on  the  front 

I^fenufacturers 

panel  a large  picture  of  a 
cal^e  complete  with  icing  and 
filling#  In  my  opinion  it 
should  be  made  quite  clear  on 
this  panel  that  the  contents  of 
the  packet  do  not  include 
ingredients  for  icing  by  the 

warned. 

inclusion  of  a specific 
disclaimer”. 

j 

1<oA/56 

Marmalade 

This  sample  contained  fragments 

Matter  taken  up 

of  glass p var5.od  in  size  from 

with  Manufacturers 

large  angular  pieces  to  minute 

explanation 

splinters  and  appeared  to  be  the 
same  nature  as  the  glass  of  the 

accepted. 

jar  in  which  the  marmalade  was 
contained#  The  jar,  itself, 
however,  was  intact# 

, ..  1,^ 
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Legal  Froc^^dirigs 


During  the  year  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  two  cases 
for  offences  under  Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955# 

In  the  first  case  a local  firm  of  bakers  was  fined  £5#  with  three 
guineas  costs  for  selling  a loaf  of  bread  v/hich  was  not  of  the 
substance  demanded,  in  that  it  contained  a nail#  The  second  case 
concerned  a local  firm  of  caterers  and  similar  action  was  taken 
for  selling  a segment  of  a Scofa  Scone  which  xms  not  of  the  substance 
demanded  in  that  it  contained  a matchstick.  In  this  case  the  firm 
was  fined  £3.  with  three  guineas  costs. 


Ico'^cream 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment 

At  the  end  of  the  year  118  premises  were  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream  in  accordance  with  Section  16  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955#  All  retailers  obtain  their  supply  of  ice- 
cream from  manufacturers  outside  the  Borough,  with  the  exception 
of  one  who  manufactures  it  on  the  premises. 

The  majority  of  retailers  supply  only  wrapped  or  pre- 
packed ice-cream,  which  is  stored  in  refrigerated  cabinets  provided 
by  the  manufacturers,  which  ensures  a better  standard  of  hygiene, 
but  storage  arrangements  are  constantly  under  review  in  the  course 
of  inspecting  food  premises  where  ice-cream  is  sold# 


During  the  year  thirteen  samples  of  ice-cream  and  two 
iced  lollies  were  taken  for  chemical  examination  and  found  to  comply 
with  the  required  standard. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  ice-cream  and  one  iced  lolly  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  following  table  gives 
a summary  of  the  re suits s- 


1956 

Manufacturers 

Retailers 

only 

Itinerant  Dealers 

Total 

Grades 

Grades 

Grades 

I 

II 

Ill 

IV 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

January 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

1 

5 

February 

+1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

3 

March 

April 

•• 

May 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Juno 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

pm 

— 

— 

1 

July 

1 

r«* 

- 

4 

1 

— 

- 

1 

•> 

— 

1 

8 

August 

September 

1 

1 

1 

3 

October 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

1 

November 

1 

1 

December 

— 

5 

- 

1 

- 

11 

3 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

25 

+ Including  Ice  Lolly 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 


The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  January,  1956,  at  the  same  time  as  the  Food  and  DrT'.gs  Amendment 
Act,  1954 ;»  and  the  Consolidated  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  under 
which  they  were  madOi  Some  provisions  of  the  Regulations  which 
might  involve  alterations  to  premises  or  equipment,  or  changes  in 
established  trade  practices,  were  postponed  until  the  list  July,  1956, 
to  allow  time  for  new  arrangements  to  be  made. 

The  Regulations  apply  to  any  place  where  food  is  handled 
or  supplied  in  the  course  of  a food  business,  whether  there  is  actual 
sale  or  not.  They  apply,  broadly  speaking,  throughout  the  food 
and  catering  trades,  and  to  the  supply  of  food  in  clubs,  schools, 
residential  establishments  and  staff  canteens,  also  to  stalls  and 
vehicles. 


The  aim  of  the  Regulations  is  to  set  a practical  standard 
in  food  hygiene  and  centres  on  throe  main  aspects | the  structural 
condition,  of  the  premises,  the  construction  and  cleanliness  of 
articles  and  equipment  with  which  the  food  may  come  into  contact, 
and  the  cleanly  practices  by  food  handlers  themselves  while  they 
are  preparing  or  handling  the  food. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  inspected 
201  food  premises  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  The  following 
is  a summary  of  the  varicmis  types  of  premises  and  number  of 
in.spections  made,  including  revisits  to  inspect  work  carried  outs- 


No.  of  Inspections 
and  Vis ite 


Bakehouses 

37 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

32 

Butchers 

102 

Cafes , Canteens  and  Kitchens 

171 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

6 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

35 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

19 

Greengrocers  and  TVuiterers 

58 

Grocery  and  Provision  Stores 

138 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers 

25 

” '•  Retailers 

14 

" Vehicles 

4 

Licensed  Premises 

15 

Market  Stalls  and  Food  Vehicles 

77 

Sweets  and  Sugar  Confectionery 

above) 

6 

Visits,  Miscellaneous  (not  included 

122 

Total 

861 
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In  each  case  a letter  has  been  sent  to  the  occupier  of 
the  premises  enclosing  an  abstract  of  the  Regulations ^ prior  to 
the  inspection.  This  has  given  the  occupier  information  as  to 
the  requirements  and  an  opportunity  to  consider  them  before  the 
Inspector  visits. 

The  majority  of  traders  have  shown  a readiness  to  comply 
with  the  Regulations  and  are  willing  to  co-operate  in  the  efforts 
being  made  to  raise  the  standard  in  the  handling  of  food,  A 
substantial  amcunt  of  structural  and  cleansing  work  has  been 
carried  out  in  food  shops,  cafes  and  kitchens. 

The  following  matters  have  been  attended  to  during  the 
year  as  a result  of  verbal  or  \irritten  notices  s- 


Walls  and/or  ceilings  cleansed  17 
Plaster  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  5 
Interior  paintwork  renex^ed  3 
Floors  renewed  or  repaired  10 
Lighting  or  ventilation  improved  1 
Other  structural  repairs  carried  out  3 
Sinks  installed  or  renewed  7 
Constant  hot  water  supply  installed  over  sinks  3 
Dirainage  improved  or  repaired  2 
New  dustbins  provided  9 
Nuisances  abated  or  other  defects  remedied  45 


Sanitary  conveniences  and  facilities  for  staff 


W,C*s,  etc,  cleansed  and/or  redecorated  11 
Lighting  or  ventilation  improved  8 
Wash-hand  basins  Installed  17 
Constant  hot  water  supply  installed  over 

existing  wash-hand  basins  18 
Soap,  Nail  Brushes  or  Towels  provided  14 
Accommodation  provided  for  clothing  6 
First-Aid  materials  provided  7 


Forty-one  inspections  and  visits  were  made  regarding 
shop  hours  and  conditions  of  employment  of  shop  assistants.  The 
majority  of  shops  close  earlier  than  required  by  the  general 
closing  hours  specified  under  the  Act  and  no  infringements  were 
found,  Wednesday  is  recognised  as  the  early  closing  day  for  most 
of  the  shops  in  the  Borough,  but  there  is  a tendency  for  some 
shopkeepers,  particularly  hairdressers,  to  adopt  an  alternative 
half  day  in  order  to  remain  open  on  Wednesdays, 

Conditions  of  employment  of  shop  assistants  were  generally 
satisfactory  and  only  minor  matters  were  found  requiring  attention. 
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In  accordanco  with  requirements  of  the  above  Act^  occupiers 
of  land  or  buildings  are  under  an  obligation  to  notify  the  local 
authority,  in  writing,  of  the  presence  of  rats  or  mice  in  substantial 
numbers,  . It  is  also  the  duty  of  every  local  authority  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure,  so  far  as  practicable,  that 
their  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  They  are  empowered 
to  make  inspections  and  enforce  owners  and  occupiers  to  carry  out 
such  operations  as  may  be  necessary  for  this  purpose. 

Advice  and  assistance  are  given  to  persons  who  report  any 
such  infestation  or  apply  ftjr  information  as  to  preventive  measures. 
Such  advice  is  based  on  methods  of  destruction  recommended  by  the 
Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  IViinistry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Fof:d, 

Where  treatment  is  carried  out  at  premises  other  than 
private  dwellings,  a charge  is  made  at  the  rate  of  6/-  per  hour, 
with  a minimum  charge  of  6/-, 

Two  full-'time  Rodent  Operatives  are  employed  by  the 
Corporation  and  their  work  is  performed  under  the  general  supervision 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 

the  years- 


Number  of  complaints  and  reports  investigated  4^4 

Number  of  inspections  and  visits  6,297 

Number  of  premises  found  infested  632 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  by  the 
Corporation's  Rodent  Opera tivess- 

at  private  premises  629 

at  business  premises  158 

Number  of  rats  known  to  have  been  caught 
and  destroyed  bys- 

(a)  the  Corporation's  Rodent  Operatives  796 

(b)  by  employees  at  Sewage  Farm  26 


The  treatment  of  sewers  was  continued  during  the  year  in 
accordance  with  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food,  The  work  is  carried  out  by  a Rodent  Operative 
with  assistance  of  sewermen  from  the  Borrjugh  Engineer's  Department, 

For  the  purpose  of  treatment,  the  Borough  is  divided  into 
thirteen  sections  and  during  May  and  June,  10^  of  the  sewer  manholes 
in  each  section,  with  exception  of  Section  No,  11  were  test  baited. 
This  was  followed  by  the  first  tceatment,  which  included  pre~baiting 
and  poisoning  any  manhole  where  evidence  of  infestation  was  found. 

In  the  case  of  Section  11,  pre-baiting  and  poisoning  was  carried 
out  without  test-baiting  as  it  was  previrmisly  known  to  be  infested. 

During  November  a second  treatment  was  undertaken.  This 
included  the  pre-baiting  of  all  manholes  where  there  had  been  ’’takes” 
under  the  first  treatment  and  poison-baiting  vrhere  manholes  showed 
evidence  of  further  ’’takes”. 
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Sewer  Rat  Control  (cont* ) 

The  following  is  a suninary  of  the  work  carried  outJ- 

(lO^  of  manholes  in  each  section) 


Nimber  of  manholes  test-baited 
Number  of  manholes  showing  ’’takes” 


First  Treatment; 


Nimber  of  manholes  pre-baited 
Number  of  manholes  (Sec,  No,ll) 
pro-baited 


5 

39 


161 

5 


44 


Number  of  manholes  pre-baited 
Number  of  manholes  showing  ’’takes” 
and  poison-baited 


43 

33 


Numorcfus  requests  were  received  for  advice  and  assistance  in 
dealing  with  various  types  of  household  insect  pests j flies^  moths^ 
furniture  beetles,  woodworm,  etc. 

Assistance  is  also  given  in  the  destruction  of  wasps’  nests, 
withcfut  charge,  and  during  the  year  310  nests  were  dealt  with  on  request. 


At  the  request  of  the  Surrey  County.  Council,  the  Corporation 
agreed  to  carry  out  the  work  of  disinfestation  at  school  buildings, 
school  canteens  and  other  properties  in  the  Borough  owned  by  the  Surrey 
County  Council, 

This  work  has  been  undertaken  since  the  1st  April,  1950,  and 
the  charges  are  based  on  the  actual  cost  of  labour,  plus  materials  and  a 
reasonable  charge  for  administration. 


The  spraying  of  ponds  and  pools  in  the  Wilnerhatch  Lane  area  was 
carried  out  as  in  former  years,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Borough, 

These  control  measures  have  largely  reduced  the  nuisance  from  mosquitoes. 


Smoke 


Seven  complaints  were  received  regarding  excessive  smoke  from 
boiler  chimneys  at  a laundry,  a hospital,  a cinema  and  a piggery.  The 
complaints  v/ere  investigated  and  vrhere  necessary  observations  weie  made. 

As  far  as  the  hospital  and  the  laundry  were  concerned,  errors  in  stoking 
had  ca.used  the  coi:]plaints,  but  in  the  case  of  the  cinema  chimney,  the 
excessive  smoke  was  due  to  a mechanical  fault  in  the  oil  fired  heating 
plant  and  at  the  piggery,  the  burning  of  tarred  wooden  blocks  on  a portable 
boiler  gave  rise  to  complaint  of  smoke  and  fumes, 
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In  each  case,  the  cswner  or  persons  responsible  were  informed  of 
the  complaints  and  advised  on  the  precautions  necessary  to  prevent  further 
action  being  taken,  A warning  was  also  given  at  the  Station  Goods  lard 
regarding  black  smoke  drifting  across  the  public  highway  from  a stationary 
railway  engine. 


Moytuarv 


One  hundred  and  forty«eight  bodies  have  been  admitted  to  the 
mortuary  and  post-mortems  held  diu?ing  the  year.  The  number  includes 
sixty-seven  bodies  from  outside  districts,  fees  amounting  to  £76,  10,  0, 
being  received  for  the  use  of  the  post-mortem  room, 

A refrigeration  plant  with  cold  store  containing  a three-tier 
body  rack  is  installed  at  the  Mortuary, 


This  Act  provides  that  no  person  shall  keep  a pet  shop  except 
under  licence  granted  by  the  Local  Authority  in  accordance  viith  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  on  pasaaent  of  a fee  not  exceeding  ten  shillings 
Two  renewal  applications  were  received  and  licences  granted  in  1956, 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  which  are  subject  to 
registration  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  no  samples  of  rag  flock 
or  other  fillings  were  taken  during  the  year. 


The  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  Regulations  cane  into  force 
on  the  1st  October,  1953,  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  as  authorised 
Officers,  have  carried  out  inspections  of  heating  appliances  offered  for 
sale  at  business  premises , but  no  infringements  have  been  found. 
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